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The probing questions raised by the Right Honourable Freundel Stuart on 
the occasion of the launch of Barbados’ 50th Anniversary Independence 
Celebrations served to lever discussion among interviewees about 
the country’s values complex along thematic lines worthy of further 
exploration.  The research team wishes to acknowledge Prime Minister 
Stuart’s a priori linking of values and tradition and for highlighting the 
ambiguities that shifting values present.  Our task here has been to reflect 
and expand on the conceptualisation of national values, design data 
collection methods for apprehending views about Barbados’ values, and 
to showcase the findings.  The intent is to provide a scientific basis upon 
which one can identify those stock values or features of Barbadian life that 
its citizenry extending across the Diaspora privileges, as well as an audit of 
those (whether lost or retained) either most despised or valorised.   Finally, 
the project team thanks all staff of SALISES Cave Hill with whom we 
openly discussed and debated.  This enriched the lively exchanges among 
us as colleague researchers with dis-similar disciplines, orientations and 
diverse Caribbean nationalities.  We assure that the following survey 
provides rich grist for the theoretical mill. 
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Background

The 50th Anniversary of Independence Celebrations Secretariat (AICS) of 
the Prime Minister’s Office of the Government of Barbados contracted the 
Sir Arthur Lewis Institute of Social and Economic Studies (SALISES) 
of The University of the West Indies, Cave Hill Campus, Barbados, to 
conduct a National Values Assessment.

The following survey is laid out as follows.  Initially, a review of the project 
objectives and approach is provided to outline the scope of the project.  
This is followed by an outline of the specific methodology, including the 
structure of the survey and broad sampling approach, results and analysis, 
and a summary.

Review of Project Objectives and Approach

As outlined in the request letter included as Annex 1, the main objectives 
of the project were to answer the following questions:

1. What are those features of Barbadian life that we have lost and 
that we need to reclaim?

2. What are those features of Barbadian life that we have not lost and 
need to retain?

3. What are those features of Barbadian life we have not lost but we 
have to try and discard as quickly as possible?

In order to attempt to answer these questions,the research tasks were as 
follows in relation to the management of the survey process:

1. Design the sampling and survey methodology for the 
implementation of the assessment

2. Provide a conceptualisation of national values
3. Develop data collection instruments
4. Prepare guides and materials for the execution of a survey and 

related data gathering exercises
5. Training of enumerators and field supervisors
6. Management of the data collection and data input process
7. Analysis of qualitative and quantitative data
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8. Report writing
9. Dissemination of findings.

The following sections address the main components of the assessment, 
including an analysis of the survey and interview results.

Assessment Methodology: Sampling and Data Collection Approach

The assessment comprised three main components: (1) interviews with 
key stakeholders to identify the main elements of ‘Barbadian National 
Values’, (2) the construction of the survey instrument to be utilised for (3), 
a national survey of citizens and residents 16 years of age and over.

In seeking to have statistically robust results, the sample size for the survey 
was guided by a confidence level of 95% with at most a +/-5% margin of 
error.  The survey targets were Barbadian citizens 16 years of age and over.  
The 2010 Census of Housing and Population indicated that there were 
152,781 Barbadian-born persons in this age group.  While this figure may 
not include those that later became Barbadian citizens, it acted as a useful 
estimate.  Given this figure, a total sample of 384 was originally deemed 
adequate using standard sample size calculations.  However, in seeking to 
establish different views on national values by age (youth, adults and the 
elderly), and within this, gender, it was suggested that a quota sampling 
approach be undertaken to cover the three age cohorts, with approximately 
400 in each cohort.  This would result in a targeted sample size of 1200.  
At a 95% confidence level, this sample size would give a margin of error 
of 2.8% at the national level.

The execution of the survey was guided by discussions with the project 
sponsor.  The available options were: household surveys; on-the-street 
surveys; telephone surveys; and web-based surveys.  The project team 
proposed that special consideration be given to youth as they may be 
excluded in some survey formats.  In order to ensure inclusion, it was 
suggested and accepted that an element of the survey be undertaken in 
educational institutions with sixth forms; along with higher education 
institutions namely the Barbados Community College, the Samuel 
Jackman Prescod Polytechnic and the University of the West Indies (first 
and second year students).  The final accepted survey approach utilised 
household, educational institutions and web-based surveys. To ensure 
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clear recognition of the survey in the different formats, it was branded as 
the Barbados National Values Survey.

To execute the assessment, interview and survey instruments were designed 
(as described below), and the project undertaken as follows. Initially, 
discussions were held with key informants to ascertain a range of persons 
for in-depth interviews. These discussions ran in parallel to the design 
of the national survey instrument. For the interviews, identified persons 
were contacted and times arranged for meetings. These were recorded 
electronically and transcribed. Where appropriate, the observations are 
included in the overall analysis of the national survey.

The national survey had three main approaches, a web-based survey, 
a national household survey, and a survey of students in educational 
institutions. The household and educational institutions surveys 
(abbreviated to HED in the report) comprise the randomised national 
survey, while the web-based survey results are utilised where appropriate 
to complement the randomised national survey. This approach is due to 
inherent biases within web-based surveys, but the utilisation of web-based 
survey was deemed desirable as it allowed for the inclusion of as many 
persons as possible, including those in the Diaspora.

The household survey was undertaken through the random selection of 
enumeration districts (EDs) across the country, ensuring adequate coverage 
of urban, suburban and rural areas. In total, 40 EDs were selected and 20 
enumerators were trained to execute the survey. Each ED was targeted for 
24 responses through a quota sampling approach that ensured adequate 
coverage by age and sex. In total, 960 responses were targeted.

To ensure the overall sample target was met, a total of 240 responses, 
evenly distributed by sex, were sought from the educational survey.  Due to 
time and financial constraints, all educational institutions with sixth forms, 
as well as the Samuel Jackman Prescott Polytechnic and the Barbados 
Community College, were included in the population from which a 
random selection was made to obtain 5 institutions.  The University of the 
West Indies was purposively selected in order to obtain responses for those 
at the higher end of the 16 to 19 age group. 
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All surveys (web, household, students) were constructed in Survey 
Monkey.  While the web-based surveys were launched and completed 
online, the household and student surveys were completed in hard-copy, 
administered by trained enumerators, and input was undertaken with the 
Survey Monkey web domain.  Following the completion of manual data 
input for the HED, the web-based survey was closed (13th March 2017) 
and all data downloaded, merged, cleaned and edited.  What follows is an 
analysis of this data, with the inclusion of interview results where relevant.

Outline of Survey Instrument

The guiding questions mentioned above indicate three main core elements 
to the survey instrument:

1. Barbadian values that have existed in the past
2. Current Barbadian values to match against past values to identify 

what has been lost
3. Identification of current and lost Barbadian values that are desirable 

(and by default identifying current values that are undesirable and 
should be ‘discarded’, and lost values that should be ‘reclaimed’).

Two issues which require addressing in the context of these core elements 
are the timeframe for ‘the past’, and what is meant by ‘values’. In the 
first instance, we consider the past to be the period from the point of 
independence in 1966 up to the immediate past. We recognise that 
another view of ‘the past’ may extend to say, the 1940s coming out of 
the 1937 disturbances and the Moyne Commission recommendations. 
But distinctions between colonial Barbados and Barbados at the dawn of 
political Independence can be elided if we treat to the entire decolonisation 
period after the 1950s as the emergence of a national consciousness.   In 
order to garner information on the situation at independence and in the 
period immediately following this, it is considered that persons who were 
youth at independence would have had a consciousness of Barbadian 
values and would be able to provide information on values at that time; 
this group would be persons who are currently in the age range 65 and 
above.  While all age groups will be asked about Barbadian values of 
the past, this age group (65 years and over) will assist in providing a 
baseline to address point 1 above, while 2 and 3 will be addressed by all 
age groups.
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The second point as to the meaning of values is more difficult to address.  
From a broad perspective, value can be placed on both tangibles and 
intangibles. While value of a tangible item can be quantified in some 
manner, identifying the value of intangibles is somewhat more difficult.
Using the definitions of value and values assisted in operationalising these 
concepts.

Value (noun): ‘The regard that something is held to deserve; the 
importance, worth, or usefulness of something’.1  Synonyms include: 

Worth  Importance  Price  Usefulness

Desirability	 	 Significance

Value(s) (noun): ‘Principles or standards of behaviour; one’s judgement 
of what is important in life’.1 Synonyms include: 

Attitude Beliefs  Character Conduct

Conscience Ethics  Ideals  Integrity Morals 

Principles  Scruples Standards

This broad understanding of what is ‘valued’ and ‘values’, allowed for the 
construction of the core elements of the survey instrument. 

The survey instrument2 was structured as follows:

1. Introductory note from the SALISES Team outlining the 
assessment

2. Demographics of Respondent
3. Rating of Importance in the present of a selection of items that can 

be valued
4. Rating of Importance in the present of a selection of values

1https://en.oxforddictionaries.com/definition/value
2 Note that while three different surveys were undertaken, they remain the same apart from 
administrative differences such as the recording of ED or school on the instrument itself.
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5. Rating of Prevalence in the present of negative attributes of the 
population

6. Information on childhood spent in Barbados
7. Information on Parish of Residence for majority of time in 

Barbados
8. Rating of Change in Importance since earliest memories of 

Barbados for selection of items that can be valuable and values
9. Membership of organisations
10. Other demographics
11. Open-ended questions on changes in Barbadian society and any 

other comments.

The following presentation and analysis of results draws on both the 
results of surveys and where pertinent, the results of the interviews and 
open-ended comments.

Assessment and Analysis of Barbados National Values

The assessment process commenced in November 2016. Following the 
construction of interview and survey instruments, the interviews and 
surveys commenced in January 2017. Final completed survey instruments 
were received 10th March 2017, manual data input completed 13th March 
2017, and the online survey closed at midnight 13th March 2017. Data 
was downloaded on 14th March 2017 and data cleaning and editing 
commenced.  Data processing was conducted using SPSS version 20.  The 
following subsections represent the output of this analysis.

Response Rates and Sample Profile

The randomised household/student survey (HED) targeted 1200 persons 
across the three (3) main age ranges distributed evenly by sex.  In total, 
1217 responses were received, 959 from the household survey (1 response 
short of the target of 960), and 258 from the student survey (18 responses 
over target).  The online survey received 227 responses.
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Table 1: Age Groups of Respondents by Sex and Survey (%)

Table 1 shows that males comprised 51% of the HED sample and only 
26% of the Web survey. The HED survey demonstrated a mostly even 
distribution by sex across age groups, while the Web survey was heavily 
biased towards females.

Table 2: Composition of Sample by Sex and Survey (%)

Table 2 outlines the composition of the sample, with the largest cohort 
being females in the 45 to 65 age group, and the lowest representation being 
females over 65 years of age. With respect to location, the majority were 
in urban parishes (68%), which is mostly representative of the distribution 
noted in the 2010 Census of Housing and Population where 77% resided 
in the urban area (Barbados Statistical Service 2013). It should however be 
noted that the actual item in the instrument asked about parish in which the 
respondent had spent the majority of their life of Barbados, and therefore 
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Table 1: Age Groups of Respondents by Sex and Survey (%)

Variables
HED Survey Web Survey

Males 
(%)

Females 
(%)

Males 
(%)

Females 
(%)

16 to 24 years 50.2 49.8 25.0 75.0
25 to 44 years 54.9 45.1 32.4 67.6
45 to 65 years 48.5 51.5 22.2 77.8
Over 65 years 54.1 45.9 60.0 40.0
Total 51.3 48.7 26.5 73.5

Table 1 shows that males comprised 51% of the HED sample and only 
26% of the Web survey.  The HED survey demonstrated a mostly even 
distribution by sex across age groups, while the Web survey was heavily 
biased towards females.

Table 2: Composition of Sample by Sex and Survey (%)

Variables
HED Survey Web Survey

Males 
(%)

Females 
(%)

Total 
(%)

Males 
(%)

Females 
(%)

Total 
(%)

16 to 24 years 12.5 12.4 24.8 0.6 1.9 2.5
25 to 44 years 15.7 12.9 28.5 13.9 29.1 43.0
45 to 65 years 16.6 17.6 34.2 11.4 39.9 51.3
Over 65 years 6.7 5.7 12.5 1.9 1.3 3.2
Urban (Christ Church, 
St. James, St. Michael, 
St. Peter, St. Philip)

35.3 32.7 68.0 19.5 57.4 76.9

Central (St. George, 
St. Thomas)

6.9 7.3 14.2 5.3 8.9 14.2

Rural (St. Andrew, St. 
John, St. Joseph, St. 
Lucy)

9.0 8.8 17.8 2.4 6.5 8.9

Table 2 outlines the composition of the sample, with the largest cohort 
being females in the 45 to 65 age group, and the lowest representation 
being females over 65 years of age.  With respect to location, the majority 
were in urban parishes (68%), which is mostly representative of the 
distribution noted in the 2010 Census of Housing and Population where 
77% resided in the urban area (Barbados Statistical Service 2013).  It 
should however be noted that the actual item in the instrument asked 
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some deviation would be expected given internal migration patterns over 
the last 50 years.

The majority of the respondents were Afro-Barbadians (88.5% HED; 
81.4% Web), with Mixed (6.1% HED; 6.2% Web), and Other (2.9% 
HED; 3.1% Web) comprising most of the remainder. Of interest was 
that while White-Barbadians comprised only 0.8% of the HED sample 
and 9.3% of the Web sample. For religion, the majority of the sample 
had some religious affiliation (82.8% HED; 80.5% Web), with Christian 
denominations accounting for 77.8% of HED respondents and 77.4% of 
Web respondents.

A majority of respondents (84.5%) had spent over 90% of their life in 
Barbados, with mean from the HED survey being 91.8% (median=97.7%) 
and 86.4% for the Web survey (median=97.1%). These results suggest that 
the respondents are well positioned to comment on what is valued by, and 
the values of, the resident Barbadian population.

With respect to citizenry, 96.7% of HED respondents were Barbadian 
citizens with the related figure being 92.8% of Web respondents. Other 
regions for which respondents had citizenship were Other Caribbean (8.0% 
HED; 8.8% Web), North America (3.5% HED; 5.9% Web), Europe (3.2% 
HED; 9.8% Web) and other regions (0.7% HED; 0.5% Web) including 
Latin America and Asia. Overall, only a small percentage of respondents 
did not currently reside in Barbados full-time (1.2% HED; 2.2% Web).

To facilitate commentary on changes over time, a large proportion of both 
samples had spent the majority of their childhoods in Barbados (94.2% 
HED; 85.5% Web).  The following subsections review the responses with 
respect to the current perspectives on what is valued by, and the values of, 
Barbadian society, as well as perceptions of changes over time.

In placing context to perceptions, the majority of respondents considered 
that their current standard of living was medium (73.0% HED; 59.6% Web), 
or high (17.8% HED; 32.9% Web), while changes since first residence 
in Barbados has mostly increased (53.7% HED; 52.8% Web), with an 
even distribution between those that thought their standard of living had 
remained the same (23.6% HED; 26.7% Web) or declined (22.7% HED; 
20.5% Web).
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For the remainder of the analysis, for ease of interpretation, scale value 
results are presented in relation to the mean; for importance scales the 
responses ranged from Not Important (value=1) to Very High Importance 
(value=5), while agreement scales ranged from Strongly Disagree 
(value=-2) to Strongly Agree (value=+2), and change scales ranged 
from Large Decline (value=-2) to Large Increase (value=+2). The scale 
for frequency of encouragement to observe certain values in childhood 
is scaled from Never (value=1) to Very Often (value=5).  The means 
demonstrate the strength of responses towards a specific variable. To 
assess any differences between different groups, results are analysed 
according to sex and broad age group (young under 25 years of age, 
middle-aged between 25 and 54 years of age, and older being 55 years of 
age and above).

Valuations in Contemporary Barbadian Society

Respondents were asked to rate how important they perceive a number of 
tangibles, behaviours and relationships were to people in Barbados in the 
present. The results presented in Figure 1 indicate that these items were 
rated overall as being between moderately important to very important.  
The highest rated items, those considered as being at least very important 
(mean of 4 or above), were: Having a Job, Getting an Education, Immediate 
Family, Owning a House or Land, Having Clean Surroundings, and Having 
Time for Leisure.  The items rated as more moderately important (mean of 
3.5 or below) were: 

• Being Married
• Following Barbadian Traditions
• Knowing Your Neighbours
• Being Patriotic
• Being in a Committed Relationship 
• Buying Local Goods
• Being Religious

Note that these rankings do not indicate that these items are not valued 
in Barbadian society, simply that they are relatively less important than 
others.
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Figure 1:  Importance of Various Tangibles, Relationships and 
Behaviours in Barbados in 2017
 

One-way Analysis of Variance (ANOVA) was utilised to identify any 
significant differences between the six (6) age-sex cohorts (young males 
and females (16 to 24 years); middle-aged males and females (25 to 54 
years); and older males and females (55 years and older)).  The results of 
the analysis identified significant differences for a number of items.  The 
nature of the differences is discussed below.

Figure 2 demonstrates that young males and young females held different 
views on the importance to Barbadian society of a variety of relationship 
and network items.  In the main, older and middle-aged males perceived 
that society placed a lower level of importance on Immediate Family 
than young males, while middle-aged males perceived a higher importance 
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to young males with respect to Having Social Networks, and the elder 
age-sex cohorts perceived a higher level of importance than the younger 
age-sex cohorts for Knowing Neighbours and Being in a Committed 
Relationship.  In addition, young and middle-aged females also perceived 
a lower level of importance to older males and females with respect to 
Cooperating with Others.

Figure 2: Differences by Age and Sex- Relationships and Networks
 

While an incidental difference was seen with respect to middle-age 
females having a lower perceived importance of Respect for Older 
Generations and Obeying the Law than older males, again the main 
outcomes related to the younger generation rating several attributes as low 
in terms of importance to Barbados society.  The main areas where these 
ratings were lower for either young males or young female, or both, were: 
Being Religious, Living Healthy Lifestyles, Following Barbadian 
Traditions, Being Patriotic, Equal Opportunities for Men and Women, 
Respecting the Needs of Persons with Disabilities and Being Obedient.  
Interestingly, the older cohort demonstrated significant differences from 
the middle-aged cohort as well, attributing higher levels of importance to 
several of the above, as shown in Figure 3.
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the analysis identified significant differences for a number of items.  The 
nature of the differences is discussed below.

Figure 2 demonstrates that young males and young females held different 
views on the importance to Barbadian society of a variety of relationship 
and network items.  In the main, older and middle-aged males perceived 
that society placed a lower level of importance on Immediate Family
than young males, while middle-aged males perceived a higher
importance to young males with respect to Having Social Networks, and
the elder age-sex cohorts perceived a higher level of importance than the 
younger age-sex cohorts for Knowing Neighbours and Being in a 
Committed Relationship.  In addition, young and middle-aged females 
also perceived a lower level of importance to older males and females 
with respect to Cooperating with Others.

Figure 2: Differences by Age and Sex- Relationships and Networks
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Figure 3: Differences by Age and Sex- Behaviours
 

With the exception of Getting an Education, where middle-aged females 
perceived a lower level of importance than the older cohort, all of the 
significant differences presented in Figure 4 relate to differences between 
the youth and older males and females. The main differences here relate 
to young males or females perceiving lower levels of important than the 
older cohort for:

• Having clean surroundings (young females rate lower)
• Owning own house or land (young males and females rate lower)
• Having material possessions (young males rate lower)
• Buying local goods (young males and females rate lower)
• Being able to vote (young males and females rate lower)
• Disaster preparedness (young females rate lower).
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Figure 4: Differences by Age and Sex- Tangibles and Actions
 

In seeking to assess whether there were any other factors that related 
to differences in ratings of importance, similar tests were undertaken 
in relation to location (urban, central, rural). The main differences seen 
were that the following were perceived as more important in rural areas: 
Respecting older generations; Knowing your neighbours; Being religious; 
Living healthy lifestyles; Having clean surroundings; Being in a committed 
relationship; Owning own house/land- higher in rural; Owning a vehicle; 
Being patriotic; Disaster preparedness; and Respecting the needs of 
persons with disabilities. 

Turning from items that can in some form be valued, the following 
subsection looks at values.

Contemporary Barbadian Values

At the aggregate level, the survey results suggest that the extensive list 
of values provided are moderately to highly important to people living in 
Barbados. Mean scores range from 3.0, indicating moderate importance, 
to 3.7, indicating ‘very important’ (Figure 5).  The top three (3) values in 
terms of importance to Barbadian society were: 

1. Being Loyal to Family
2. Being Thrifty (saving)
3. Being Industrious (hard-working)
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• Owning own house or land (young males and females rate lower)
• Having material possessions (young males rate lower)
• Buying local goods (young males and females rate lower)
• Being able to vote (young males and females rate lower)
• Disaster preparedness (young females rate lower).

Figure 4: Differences by Age and Sex- Tangibles and Actions
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The lowest three (3) in terms of importance, but not indicating they were 
low overall, but relatively lower, were:

1. Being Forgiving
2. Being Modest
3. Being Tolerant to Different Beliefs 

Figure 5: Importance Rating of Selection of Values for Barbados in 
2017
 

As with the previous subsection, differences by age-sex cohort were also 
examined.  As shown in, Figure 6 and unlike the previous subsection, there 
were very few significant differences found.  The main differences were:

• Middle-aged females perceived that Being Loyal to Family was 
less important to society than young males and females

• Middle-aged males perceived Being Loyal to Partner was less 
important to society than older males

• Young females perceived Being Forgiving was less important to 
society than older females

• Young males perceived Being Tolerant towards Different Races 
was more important to society than middle-aged persons and older 
males.
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Figure 5: Importance Rating of Selection of Values for Barbados in 2017
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there were very few significant differences found.  The main differences 
were:

• Middle-aged females perceived that Being Loyal to Family was 
less important to society than young males and females

• Middle-aged males perceived Being Loyal to Partner was less 
important to society than older males

• Young females perceived Being Forgiving was less important to 
society than older females

• Young males perceived Being Tolerant towards Different 
Races was more important to society than middle-aged persons 
and older males.

0 0.5 1 1.5 2 2.5 3 3.5 4

Being Forgiving
Being Modest

Being Tolerant towards different beliefs
Being Responsible for their actions

Being Charitable
Being Respectful to those in authority

Being Respectful to other people
Being Generous

Being Fair
Showing Compassion

Being Tolerant towards different races
Showing Integrity

Being Honest
Being Loyal to partner

Being Hospitable
Showing Courage

Being Industrious (hard-working)
Being Thrifty (saving)
Being Loyal to family



22 Journal of Eastern Caribbean Studies

Figure 6: Differences of Perceived Important of Selected Values by 
Age and Sex
 

While the questions in the survey instrument were structured in a manner 
to get opinions on society, as individuals would have a tendency to overrate 
their own personal values and behaviour, the ratings regarding views on 
the importance that society places on certain values can have enabling 
and constraining effects.  In this sense, if at an individual level a person 
perceives that a value is rated low by society, they may consider that they 
personally are not required to adopt that value.  In the opposite scenario, 
where a value is considered important to society, an individual may adopt 
that value to conform.

In looking at the negative aspects of societal behaviour, respondents were 
asked to rate their level of agreement with the presence of a range of 
behaviours.  Figure 7 shows the responses, where positive values indicate 
agreement that the behaviour represents perceptions of the prevalence 
of the behaviour in Barbadian society today. Overall, responses were 
somewhat neutral, with respondents clustering around neither agreeing nor 
disagreeing with the negative behaviours.  However, in a relative sense, the 
highest levels of agreement were seen with: Disrespect to Other People; 
Unfaithfulness to Partner; and Disrespect to those in Authority. The 
highest level of disagreement was seen with characterising Barbadians as: 
Unfriendly; Intolerant to Different Races; and Unfaithful to Family.
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Figure 7: Rating of Prevalence of a Selection of Behaviours in 
Barbados in 2017
 

In analysing any differences in relation to age and sex, with the exception 
of middle-aged males considering Corruption more prevalent than older 
males, and middle-aged females considering Unfaithfulness to Partner 
more prevalent than older males, the rest of the differences seen involved 
the youth.

As shown in Figure 8, young males perceive Barbadians to be: more 
Dishonest, and more Prejudiced than older males; more Tolerant 
towards other races than young females; and along with young females, 
young males perceive Barbadians to be Lazier than as perceived by older 
men and women.  The young cohort also perceives that Unfaithfulness to 
Family is lower than middle-aged women, and young and middle-aged 
males consider that Barbadians are more Intolerant to Different Beliefs 
than older males.

With respect to location, the only significant difference seen was that those 
that have resided in rural parishes for the majority of their lives thought 
that Barbadians were More Irresponsible than those from urban and 
central areas.
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characterising Barbadians as: Unfriendly; Intolerant to Different 
Races; and Unfaithful to Family.

Figure 7: Rating of Prevalence of a Selection of Behaviours in Barbados in 
2017
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Figure 8: Differences of Perceived Prevalence of Selected Negative 
Behaviour in Barbados by Age and Sex
 

Social Participation

Participation in social organisations is a measure for assessing social 
capital. The survey sought to address this by assessing the level of 
membership and activity in a range of social organisations. These results 
are presented below in Figure 9. The results indicate that the highest level 
of participation is seen in relation to Churches, with 77.2% of respondents 
being members. The level of membership of these organisations appear 
low overall, where, in descending order the following level of membership 
was seen: 42.7% in sports clubs; 37.6% in charitable organisations; 33% 
in trade unions; 32.8% in school clubs3; 27.6% in political parties; 27.5% 
Parent-Teachers’ Associations; and 20.7% school councils. However, 
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young males perceive Barbadians to be Lazier than as perceived by older 
men and women.  The young cohort also perceives that Unfaithfulness to 
Family is lower than middle-aged women, and young and middle-aged 
males consider that Barbadians are more Intolerant to Different Beliefs 
than older males.

With respect to location, the only significant difference seen was that 
those that have resided in rural parishes for the majority of their lives 
thought that Barbadians were More Irresponsible than those from urban 
and central areas.

Figure 8: Differences of Perceived Prevalence of Selected Negative 
Behaviour in Barbados by Age and Sex
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3Membership in school organisations includes the entire sample as the survey was unable to discern, 
no matter age, whether the individual was in an educational organisation, and therefore were eligible 
for membership of student councils or school clubs.  In addition, participation in school clubs may not 
be restricted to students alone, as parents may organise/participate in certain school activities.
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while membership is seen at some level, the level of active participation is 
low, as demonstrated in the figures. What is interesting is that membership 
in school clubs demonstrates a higher level of membership than for 
political parties. This is interesting as there is debate concerning a level of 
disaffection with political involvement and this warrants discussion.

Figure 9: Membership and Activity Levels of Social Organisations by 
Age and Sex Cohort (%)
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Figure 9: Membership and Activity Levels of Social Organisations by Age 
and Sex Cohort (%)
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Changes in Barbadian Values Over Time

In addition to seeking to establish the importance of certain values and 
what is valued in contemporary Barbados, the assessment also sought to 
establish how these have changed over time. Figure 10 outlines the views 
expressed as to how the importance of the items listed had changed since 
the respondents’ earliest memories of living in Barbados. As the figure 
demonstrates, the changes ranged from a small-large increase (values of 
between 1.0 and 1.5), to a marginal to small decrease (-0.5 to -1.0). The 
top three areas where increases over time were seen were with Having 
Material Possessions, Owning a Vehicle, and Having Social Networks.  
With respect to decreases, the greatest declines were seen with Respecting 
Older Generations, Knowing your Neighbours and Obeying the Law.  
Limited change was seen with Having Clean Surroundings, Being 
Independent of Others, Having a Job, and Buying Local Goods.
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Changes in Barbadian Values Over Time

In addition to seeking to establish the importance of certain values and 
what is valued in contemporary Barbados, the assessment also sought to 
establish how these have changed over time.  Figure 10 outlines the views 
expressed as to how the importance of the items listed had changed since 
the respondents’ earliest memories of living in Barbados.  As the figure 
demonstrates, the changes ranged from a small-large increase (values of 
between 1.0 and 1.5), to a marginal to small decrease (-0.5 to -1.0).  The 
top three areas where increases over time were seen were with Having 
Material Possessions, Owning a Vehicle, and Having Social Networks.
With respect to decreases, the greatest declines were seen with 
Respecting Older Generations, Knowing your Neighbours and 
Obeying the Law. Limited change was seen with Having Clean 
Surroundings, Being Independent of Others, Having a Job, and 
Buying Local Goods.
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Figure 10: Changes in Valued Variables in Barbados
 

As would be expected, given the variation of ages in the sample, different 
reference points in time over which to judge changes would result in 
different perceptions of change over time. Of the 31 items in the list, 21 
exhibited some form of significant difference by age-sex cohort. These 
are shown in Figure 11 and Figure 12. The bars for each age-sex cohort 
indicate whether the perception of changes seen over time are more positive 
(whether declines in importance seen are not as severe, or increases seen 
are higher than the other cohorts) or more negative (whether declines in 
importance seen are more severe, or increases seen are lower than other 
cohorts).
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Utilising this positive/negative dichotomy, and as demonstrated in Figure 
11:

• Elements of the middle-aged and older cohorts are more positive 
than the youth with respect to increases in:

o Equality Opportunities for Men and Women
o Owning House or Land
o Disaster Preparedness
o Owning a Vehicle
o Having Clean Surrounding
o Living Healthy Lifestyles

• Older males are more positive than young males with respect 
to the importance of Being in a Committed Relationship, and 
older females are more positive than young males with respect to 
Having Material Possessions.

• Elements of the middle-aged and older cohorts are more negative 
than young females with respect to the importance of:

o Extended Family
o Hard Work

• Older females being more positive than young females and 
middle-aged men with respect to the importance of Getting an 
Education.

• Elements of the middle-aged and older cohorts are more negative 
than elements of the youth cohorts with respect to changes in:

o Respecting Women
o Respecting Older Generations
o Respecting Men
o Acting with Dignity
o Immediate Family
o Having Social Networks
o Obeying the Law

• The elder cohorts are also more positive than elements of the 
youth cohorts with respect to:

o Respect for the needs of the Disabled
o Buying Local Goods
o Being able to vote
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Figure 11: Differences in Changes in Valued Items by Age and Sex (1)
 

Figure 12: Differences in Changes in Valued Items by Age and Sex (2)
 

Unlike changes in things that persons can value, as discussed above, 
respondents on aggregate considered that there had been a decline in all 
of the values cited since their earliest memories of living in Barbados.  
As shown in Figure 13, although only considered as marginal to small 
declines (0.1 to 0.9), all values tested for declined in importance. The 

 

 

 

                  Barbados at 50: National Values Assessment  Survey                             
29 

 

Figure 11: Differences in Changes in Valued Items by Age and Sex (1)

 
Figure 12: Differences in Changes in Valued Items by Age and Sex (2)

 

-0.8
-0.6
-0.4
-0.2

0
0.2
0.4
0.6

Di
ffe

re
nc

e 
fr

om
 M

ea
n

Young Male Young Female Middle-aged Male Middle-aged Female Older Male Older Female

-0.5
-0.4
-0.3
-0.2
-0.1

0
0.1
0.2
0.3
0.4
0.5

Di
ffe

re
nc

e 
fr

om
 M

ea
n

Young Male Young Female Middle-aged Male Middle-aged Female Older Male Older Female

 

 

 

                  Barbados at 50: National Values Assessment  Survey                             
29 

 

Figure 11: Differences in Changes in Valued Items by Age and Sex (1)

 
Figure 12: Differences in Changes in Valued Items by Age and Sex (2)

 

-0.8
-0.6
-0.4
-0.2

0
0.2
0.4
0.6

Di
ffe

re
nc

e 
fr

om
 M

ea
n

Young Male Young Female Middle-aged Male Middle-aged Female Older Male Older Female

-0.5
-0.4
-0.3
-0.2
-0.1

0
0.1
0.2
0.3
0.4
0.5

Di
ffe

re
nc

e 
fr

om
 M

ea
n

Young Male Young Female Middle-aged Male Middle-aged Female Older Male Older Female



30 Journal of Eastern Caribbean Studies

figure indicates that there were marginal declines in Being Thrifty and 
Being Tolerant to Different Races, while the largest declines were seen 
with Being Respectful to those in Authority, Being Respectful to Other 
People and Being Honest.

Figure 13: Changes in Values since earliest memories of living in 
Barbados
 

In reviewing the different perspectives of respondents by age and sex, 
Figure 14 outlines that, apart from the older cohort being less negative 
than middle-aged males about declines in Being Thrifty, the middle-aged 
cohort (and the older cohort to some degree) thought declines were more 
significant than the youth (particularly young males) with respect to:

• Integrity
• Loyalty to family
• Showing courage
• Being modest
• Being respectful to other people
• Being forgiving
• Being tolerant to different beliefs
• Being responsible for own actions
• Showing compassion
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• Being hospitable
• Being thrifty
• Being fair

Figure 14: Differences in Changes in Values by Age and Sex
 

It is logical to suggest that behaviour and values are inculcated from 
family, guardians, communities and teachers during the early years 
of life. In seeking to assess the level of encouragement to a number of 
behaviours and values, respondents were asked to indicate how often such 
encouragement took place.  As shown in Figure 15, respondents indicated 
that these items were encouraged ‘often’, with Respect, Obedience and 
Working Hard being the most prominent items, and Patriotism being the 
lowest item.

However, as shown in Figure 16, some significant differences were seen in 
relation to youth indicating greater encouragement to Study Hard, Work 
Hard, Be Respectful and Be Obedient, and less encouragement with 
respect to Following	Religious	Teachings,	Be	Unselfish and Be Patriotic.

 

 

 

                  Barbados at 50: National Values Assessment  Survey                             
31 

 

cohort (and the older cohort to some degree) thought declines were more 
significant than the youth (particularly young males) with respect to:

• Integrity
• Loyalty to family
• Showing courage
• Being modest
• Being respectful to other people
• Being forgiving
• Being tolerant to different beliefs
• Being responsible for own actions
• Showing compassion
• Being hospitable
• Being thrifty
• Being fair

Figure 14: Differences in Changes in Values by Age and Sex

 

It is logical to suggest that behaviour and values are inculcated from 
family, guardians, communities and teachers during the early years of life.  
In seeking to assess the level of encouragement to a number of behaviours 

-0.3
-0.2
-0.1

0
0.1
0.2
0.3
0.4

Di
ffe

re
nc

e 
fr

om
 M

ea
n

Young Male Young Female Middle-aged Male Middle-aged Female Older Male Older Female



32 Journal of Eastern Caribbean Studies

Figure 15: Values and Behaviours Encouraged when Growing Up
 

Figure 16: Differences in Values and Behaviours Encourage by Age 
and Sex
 

Summary

In specifically addressing the Terms of Reference for the assessment, 
which included three (3) main questions, the following outlines the main 
results in summarising the findings discussed above. However, suggesting 
what features of Barbadian life that need to be reclaimed, retained or 
discarded involves a subjective judgement as to the merit of the features 
identified. If Barbadians have shown an increasing proclivity to desire 
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and values, respondents were asked to indicate how often such 
encouragement took place.  As shown in 
Figure 15, respondents indicated that these items were encouraged 
‘often’, with Respect, Obedience and Working Hard being the most 
prominent items, and Patriotism being the lowest item.

However, as shown in Figure 16,some significant differences were seen in 
relation to youth indicating greater encouragement to Study Hard, Work 
Hard, Be Respectful and Be Obedient, and less encouragement with 
respect to Following Religious Teachings, Be Unselfish and Be 
Patriotic.

Figure 15: Values and Behaviours Encouraged when Growing Up
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Figure 16: Differences in Values and Behaviours Encourage by Age and Sex
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material assets, should this be viewed as a negative and something that 
we discard?  Or should it be taken as a positive which can contribute to a 
greater propensity towards education and hard work to achieve one’s goal 
of material asset accumulation?

Despite these concerns, and in order to highlight the main changes with 
respect to ‘things’ Barbadian society value, and values of Barbadian 
society, the analysis is operationalised as follows:

• Features of Barbadian life that have been lost:  Variables where 
the level of importance has fallen.

• Features of Barbadian life that have not been lost: Variables 
where the level of importance has increased.

The judgement as to whether lost features need to be reclaimed, and 
whether features not lost need to be retained or discarded are subjective 
judgements, and the below presentations merely present the findings rather 
than make these subjective judgements.

The following subsections highlight the current importance of the relevant 
items and the magnitude of the changes perceived, separated by age.  
Initially the items that have fallen in importance are presented, followed 
by the items than have increased in importance.
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Importance Declines

In assessing the relative size of the declines in importance of the variables 
being assessed (as shown in Figure 17), the top ten (10) items for each 
age group were listed and ranked, with the average rank across the three 
age groups giving an indication of the most significant declines seen.  The 
results of this procedure for variables that can be valued is shown in Table 
3.

Table 3: Rankings of Variables that have declined in Importance by 
Age Group

The top items where all age groups cited in their top 10 declines were: 
Knowing your neighbours, Respecting older generations, Being religious, 
and obeying the law.

With respect to changes in values over time, Figure 13 highlighted that 
all of the values included had declined over time.  Table 4 takes the same 
approach as above in ranking the highest declining values by age group 
and presenting an average rank.
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• Features of Barbadian life that have not been lost: Variables 
where the level of importance has increased.

The judgement as to whether lost features need to be reclaimed, and 
whether features not lost need to be retained or discarded are subjective 
judgements, and the below presentations merely present the findings 
rather than make these subjective judgements.

The following subsections highlight the current importance of the relevant 
items and the magnitude of the changes perceived, separated by age.
Initially the items that have fallen in importance are presented, followed 
by the items than have increased in importance.

Importance Declines

In assessing the relative size of the declines in importance of the variables 
being assessed (as shown in Figure 17), the top ten (10) items for each 
age group were listed and ranked, with the average rank across the three 
age groups giving an indication of the most significant declines seen.  The 
results of this procedure for variables that can be valued is shown in Table 
3.
Table 3: Rankings of Variables that have declined in Importance by Age 
Group

Declines Rank  
Variable Youth Middle-

Aged 
Older Average 

Rank 
Knowing your neighbours 1 2 3 2 
Respecting older generations 4 1 1 2 
Being religious 3 4 5 4 
Obeying the law 6 3 2 4 
Being in a committed relationship 2 10  6 
Being married 5 7 6 6 
Extended family (grandparents, 
aunts, uncles etc.) 

8 5 4 6 

Immediate Family (parents, 
brothers and sisters) 

  7 7 

Following Barbadian traditions 7 6 10 8 
Respecting women  8 8 8 
Being obedient 9   9 
Respecting men  9 9 9 
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Being patriotic 10   10 

The top items where all age groups cited in their top 10 declines were: 
Knowing your neighbours, Respecting older generations, Being religious,
and obeying the law.

With respect to changes in values over time, Figure 13 highlighted that all 
of the values included had declined over time. Table 4 takes the same 
approach as above in ranking the highest declining values by age group 
and presenting an average rank.
 

Table 4: Rankings of Values that have declined in Importance by Age Group

Declines Rank
Variable Youth Middle-

Aged
Older Average 

Rank

Being Respectful to other people 4 2 1 2
Being Respectful to those in authority

1 1 3 2
Being Honest 3 3 2 3
Being Loyal to partner 2 5 6 4
Being Forgiving 5 6 5 5
Showing Integrity 6 4 4 5
Being Modest 8 7 7 7
Being Responsible for their actions

7 8 8 8
Being Loyal to family 9 9 9
Being Industrious (hard-working) 10 10 10
Showing Compassion 9 10 10
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Table 4: Rankings of Values that have declined in Importance by Age 
Group
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Figure 17: Importance Levels and Declines in Importance for Valued 
Variables by Age Group
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Figure 17: Importance Levels and Declines in Importance for Valued 
Variables by Age Group

 

 

Being able to vote
Cooperating with others

Living healthy lifestyles
Buying local goods

Respecting men
Immediate Family (parents, brothers and sisters)

Respecting women
Hard work

Having clean surroundings
Acting with dignity

Being patriotic
Being obedient

Extended family (grandparents, aunts, uncles etc.)
Following Barbadian traditions

Obeying the law
Being married

Respecting older generations
Being religious

Being in a committed relationship
Knowing your neighbours

Youth

Being independent of others
Buying local goods

Having a job
Cooperating with others

Being patriotic
Being obedient

Hard work
Acting with dignity

Immediate Family (parents, brothers and sisters)
Being in a committed relationship

Respecting men
Respecting women

Being married
Following Barbadian traditions

Extended family (grandparents, aunts, uncles etc.)
Being religious

Obeying the law
Knowing your neighbours

Respecting older generations

Middle-Aged

 

 

 

                  Barbados at 50: National Values Assessment  Survey                             
37 

 

 

 

The results presented in Table 4 are closely related to the most negative 
aspects that respondents thought had increased over time, as represented 
in 
Figure 18. The most prominent values that have declined related to 
respect, honesty, loyalty and forgiveness.
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The results presented in Table 4 are closely related to the most negative 
aspects that respondents thought had increased over time, as represented in 
Figure18. The most prominent values that have declined related to respect, 
honesty, loyalty and forgiveness.

Figure 18: Highest Rating Negative Values in Barbados in 2017
 

Importance Increases

The same procedure for assessing importance declines (as shown in 
Figure 19) was utilised for increases.  The results are shown in Table 5, 
and indicate that the most prominent increases were: Having Material 
Possessions, Owning a Vehicle, Having Social Networks, Having Time 
for Leisure, and Owning own house or land.
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Figure 18: Highest Rating Negative Values in Barbados in 2017
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Table 5: Rankings of Variables that have Increased in Importance by 
Age Group

Figure 19: Importance Levels and Increases in Importance for Valued 
Variables by Age Group
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Table 5: Rankings of Variables that have Increased in Importance by Age 
Group

Increases Rank
Variable Youth Middle-

Aged
Older Average 

Rank
Having material possessions 2 2 2 2
Owning a vehicle 3 1 1 2
Having social networks 1 3 4 3
Having time for leisure (sports, 
socialising, travelling)

4 4 5 4

Owning your own house/land 8 5 3 5

Equal opportunities for men and women
5 6 6 6

Respecting the needs of persons with 
disabilities

7 7 7 7

Getting an education 6 9 9 8
Living healthy lifestyles 8 8 8
Having a job 9 9
Disaster preparedness 10 10 10 10
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Figure 19: Importance Levels and Increases in Importance for Valued 
Variables by Age Group
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Features to Discard, Retain or Reclaim

In drawing all of the results above, and seeking to inform the responses to 
the three (3) guiding questions, Table 6 provides a grid which lists the items 
which have declined, not changed or increased over time.  A judgement 
is then made as to whether these items warrant discarding, retaining or 
reclaiming.
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Figure 19: Importance Levels and Increases in Importance for Valued 
Variables by Age Group
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Table 6: Features of Barbadian Life that need to be discarded, retained 
or reclaimed
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Table 6: Features of Barbadian Life that need to be discarded, retained or 
reclaimed

Actions What we are losing? No Change (what we 
have not lost)

Increased in Importance 
(what we have not lost)

Discard Items to be discarded are the opposites of what needs to be retained
Retain • Buying local goods

• Having a job
• Being independent of 

others
• Having clean 

surroundings
• Being able to vote
• Friendliness
• Tolerance of 

different races and 
beliefs

• Thrift

• Equal opportunities for 
men and women

• Respecting the needs 
of persons with 
disabilities

• Getting an education
• Living healthy 

lifestyles
• Having a job
• Disaster preparedness

Reclaim • Knowing your neighbours
• Respecting older generations
• Being religious
• Obeying the law
• Being in a committed 

relationship
• Extended family (grandparents, 

aunts, uncles etc.)
• Immediate Family (parents, 

brothers and sisters)
• Respecting women
• Respecting men
• Being obedient
• Being Respectful to other people
• Being Respectful to those in 

authority
• Being Honest
• Being Loyal to partner
• Being Forgiving
• Showing Integrity
• Being Modest
• Being Responsible for their 

actions
• Being Loyal to family
• Being Industrious (hard-working)
• Showing Compassion
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• Being married
• Following Barbadian traditions
• Being patriotic

• Having material 
possessions

• Owning a vehicle
• Having social networks
• Having time for leisure 

(sports, socialising, 
travelling)

• Owning your own 
house/land

Addressing the Terms of Reference: Qualitative Responses

What are those features of Barbadian culture that we have lost and 
need to reclaim? 

Part 1, Q 23 was answered by 1009 respondents. Most respondents 
submitted a single value. Responses with multiple values and extensive 
commentary were categorised according to the first or main value 
referenced. Some categories were combined due to similarities in context.  
The method was subjective, useful for broadly estimating the most 
popular themes, but offering little certainty for the ranking of the themes 
or the precise number of respondents per category. However, given the 
restrictions of the space offered for a response and the lack of opportunity 
to get clarification of comments from the survey respondents, this method 
of estimating is appropriate to the precision of data obtained.

The top five categories were as follows:

Category Number of Respondents
Respect  161
Community, togetherness, knowing neighbours 143, 27, 6 (total 176)
Religion 79
Elders and youth 59
Family, Extended family 37, 12 (total 49)

Community and Family

The importance of community, family and extended family ranked high for 
the majority of survey respondents, and these categories were also well 
represented in the interviews.



41Barbados at 50: National Values Assessment Survey

Addressing the Terms of Reference: Qualitative Responses

What are those features of Barbadian culture that we have lost and 
need to reclaim? 

Part 1, Q 23 was answered by 1009 respondents. Most respondents 
submitted a single value. Responses with multiple values and extensive 
commentary were categorised according to the first or main value 
referenced. Some categories were combined due to similarities in context.  
The method was subjective, useful for broadly estimating the most 
popular themes, but offering little certainty for the ranking of the themes 
or the precise number of respondents per category. However, given the 
restrictions of the space offered for a response and the lack of opportunity 
to get clarification of comments from the survey respondents, this method 
of estimating is appropriate to the precision of data obtained.

The top five categories were as follows:

Community and Family

The importance of community, family and extended family ranked high for 
the majority of survey respondents, and these categories were also well 
represented in the interviews.

Interviewee Four4 felt that increasing community fragmentation was 
leading to a loss of community ‘involvement in family issues’:

The wider community is not as involved in family issues, the 
community has grown so it is less intimate, everything is not 
participatory anymore for example the entire community would 
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popular themes, but offering little certainty for the ranking of the themes 
or the precise number of respondents per category. However, given the 
restrictions of the space offered for a response and the lack of opportunity 
to get clarification of comments from the survey respondents, this method 
of estimating is appropriate to the precision of data obtained.

The top five categories were as follows:

Category Number of Respondents
Respect  161
Community, togetherness, knowing neighbours 143, 27, 6 (total 176)
Religion 79
Elders and youth 59
Family, Extended family 37, 12 (total 49)

Community and Family

The importance of community, family and extended family ranked high for 
the majority of survey respondents, and these categories were also well 
represented in the interviews.

4Pseudonyms employed
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attend a funeral, wedding etc. The East Indian community has 
now become more scattered.

The issue of community was highlighted too by Interviewee Fourteen who 
believed that the Barbadian sense of community had been eroded: 

Where I live now is very different from where I grew up. People 
shared. I remember my grandmother sending whatever the land 
produced and people sending back stuff and also people looking 
out for other people children, now you are called malicious. 
People felt they had the right to help raise other people’s children 
that is not the case nowadays. I am aware that a lot of what we 
call community is no longer there.

Likewise, both Interviewee Forty and Interviewee Five spoke of an erosion 
of a sense of community and the negative effect of this social change:

The neighbourhood community life, […]. There was a saying 
a whole community it took to raise a child, now people in the 
community do not know each other so you can’t discipline any 
one’s child. The respect for authority and care for each other are 
also slipping, almost lost and will be hard to reclaim. (Interviewee 
Five)

I suppose it has shifted so much from what I grew up with, can 
we really say they are national values today? Right now what 
people have come to see as the norm is basically the definition of 
anything goes. There has been a great change; just a few months 
ago my mom’s house was broken into, people saw and did not say 
anything and furthermore the guy who broke the house grew up 
in the neighbourhood. There was a time when something like this 
would happen neither the act nor the failure to report it. There 
were unwritten and unspoken rules about caring for each other 
and a sense of community that would prohibit or at least admonish 
these things. It is basically every man for himself now, so I am not 
sure how national values are now. (Interviewee Forty)

Interviewee Fourteen further made a connection between a loss of 
community and erosion of the family with other negative social 
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consequences such as feelings of social exclusion and alienation. 
Interestingly, it is her perception that these negative consequences are 
a result of the replacement of community and family cohesiveness with 
technology:

[…] What has happened is a we have shifted so like before people 
tended to remain in their communities but now I would live in St. 
Peter, my family base was in Christ Church. The kids are raised 
now in the absence of real family and there are cases where family 
bonding would be lacking. Families before had family values and 
traits the extended family who were close buffered these values as 
well and then the wider community. So the national values were a 
combination of these factors. The media now replaces the family 
in a lot of ways the television where guys are enacting crimes 
done overseas little children playing video games with excessive 
amounts of violence that’s what their brains are trained in. It is 
kind of hard to develop care for other people when all these factors 
are put together. The community spirit in Barbados is dying in my 
church outreach we try to reach the general community because 
social exclusion is another problem whereby people feel alienated 
from the society and would be more prone to commit acts that are 
not socially acceptable because they don’t feel socially included. 
The respect for law and order and authority then becomes limited 
to absent in a large set of individuals.

Connections between the instability of the family and the prevalence of 
negative social outcomes such as high crime, was made by Interviewee 
Fifteen, who stated that:

It’s a recurring decimal church and school and of course the 
community. There are high crime communities in Barbados right 
now and what I have seen in my own eyes there is a sub culture 
that has become the dominant culture so some young people 
coming up in their communities my experience is not theirs. The 
subculture of violence and materialism and has taken over which 
sees life as only a commodity that can be traded. I consider it as 
evidence of dysfunction like the absence of a family unit marriage 
they’re a mass of single parent homes, no stable nuclear family 
unit.
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Respect for Elders and Authority

The category of respect was also given high priority. Some comments 
within that category specified or added ‘respect for each other’, ‘respect 
for authority’, ‘self-respect’, etc. Respect for elders was placed in the 
category of elders and youth as it was sometimes mentioned within the 
context of children being respectful to elders and or parents.

For example, in addition to the negative effect of the loss of stable family 
units, Interviewee Fifteen also identified a loss of respect amongst the 
youth:

[…] when I grew up everyone respected older people for instance 
you wouldn’t swear in front those persons if they are present your 
behaviour changes. Not now the younger people would curse you 
now or even physically assault you if they can if you speak to them.

For this respondent, the loss of respect was not only for the elderly but also 
for public figures and for law and order:

We are losing our sense of order. We are losing some of the values 
with respect for authority and older people and public figures. We 
are becoming a lawless society; there is a general increase in the 
lack of respect.

Importantly, for Interviewee Fifteen the loss of order and respect is 
connected to an array of other avenues of dysfunction within the society:

Well order, organisation it’s reflected in a lot of things. Deportment, 
how people dispose of garbage. I’m certain it’s less orderly. 
There was a view that Barbadians were ahead in the Caribbean 
Barbadians went everywhere in the Caribbean and were heads of 
institutions now it’s not the case. We were viewed as superior and 
viewed ourselves as superior. That reputation is now historic it is 
not the same.
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Interviewee Forty also lamented the loss of respect for authority and 
elderly people, when he stated:

things have changed so a lot of the values I hold on to such as 
respect for elders and authority, I think we are losing some of 
those values nationally and it is a cause of concern. I think the 
change in behaviour is a result of them not being in tune with the 
values that were prevalent many years ago. Of course, the church, 
the secondary school and the family were pillars that supported 
you growing up and helped to shape who you are. For example, 
here in this school [UWI], some students do not even know the 
lord’s prayer […].

Importantly, he pointed out that the schools, church and family were key 
socialisation agencies in the transmission of these values that are now 
being lost. The decline in their reach thus has consequences for changes 
in values.

Religion and Socio-cultural Impact

Religion was another popular category, ranging from a specific call for a 
return to Christian values, church and Sunday School to a general appeal 
to ‘get back to God’, to ‘fear God,’ and for more spiritual values.

Also critical of the decline in reach of religious institutions, Interviewee 
Four felt that religion was playing a less important part in people’s lives. 
He felt that society would benefit if this returned: 

The God consciousness although people go to church it is almost 
like a social thing there is more secular thinking we have gone 
away from religion influencing your day to day life on a practical 
level. The last couple Barbadian census that I had seen a lot 
of individuals had no religion that shows a lack of religious 
consciousness.
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This move away from religion he felt was influencing the perpetuation of 
other negative practices: 

We have moved away from thrift and our hardworking nature a 
bit we want stuff easier. We have moved away from commitment 
to and dedication to national values evidenced by people not 
taking pride in what they do and how they do things for instance 
the increase in litter. Love for neighbour love for community and 
ultimately love for country we used to care for our neighbours 
look after their houses now we don’t look out.

Interviewee Fifty, like Interviewee Four, was more explicit in pointing out 
the negative socio-cultural effect of a decline in religious, and in his case 
Christian, values and ethics. He noted:

Loss of church influence. When you take away the Christian 
values of the golden rule and so on, you don’t have a lot left (as 
a moral lever) and therefore, the parents and teachers of today 
don’t have a lot left to guide the children of today in the right way. 
We lose the humanist values; the true humanist would look after 
their brother in the right way. As we came out of the strictures of 
middle class behaviours and social relationships we accepted and 
largely through the efforts of young media personnel we promoted 
the freedom to procreate how and whenever. Children are having 
children, so when a teenager in the absence of any moral values 
or family planning has a child at 15, falls out of school and then 
ends up without skills to get a job then looks for a second man 
and has a child and so on; you have single parents is Barbados 
in large numbers with fathers who are not responsible and then 
it multiplies itself. There is a huge issue in relation to the ethical 
values and unskilled people who are then landed with children 
that they don’t know how to raise; then, in some cases the parents 
are out working and the children gravitate to the blocks.

Whilst these respondents pointed to an erosion in being religious and even 
to the negative impact that this may have within the society, it is interesting 
to note that one respondent, Interviewee Fourteen critiqued the role of and 
uncritical adherence to religion in the society:
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I think sadly people think religion is a good thing but I think it is 
a means of social control. A lot of what I believe and how I have 
been schooled and trained is based on the Christian upbringing 
but on reflection I realise that religion is not always a good thing. I 
find people have a little difficulty in self-expression when they are 
forced to be stuck in a certain kind of mold. I believe strongly yes 
institutions like church and schools helped to shape and mold me 
but at the same time I am glad that Christianity and religion are not 
the only things that shape people now because people did things 
out of fear and obligation more than on their own volition. I know 
for a fact that the older people in my church that the fear factor 
was a binding element that kept them obedient and conforming 
socially is not always necessarily always a good thing.

National Identity

Interviewee Fourteen was concerned with what she saw as a loss of 
national identity. Although recognising that identity is dynamic and so is 
unlikely to remain the same, she felt that steps needed to be taken to ensure 
that critical values are not lost:

The issue is does the government or the people make that decision 
but shouldn’t the government be informing where we are going so 
that people don’t just choose what they want to choose so we don’t 
end up with a hodge podge of nothing.

She argued that our African identity in particular was lost and needed to 
be reclaimed:

African cultural consciousness I think we have lost our way of 
being and are practicing culture based on other people’s ways and 
not our own.

Interviewee Forty also voiced concerns about a decline in pride around 
national identity in his discussion on what it means to be Barbadian:

I would love to hear what a 15 year old Barbadian thinks it means 
to be a Barbadian today. I am not sure this generation is proud 
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to be Barbadian or understand what it is to be a Barbadian, 
certainly not in keeping with what people of my generation would 
agree to is Barbadian, which has to do with a sense of pride and 
respect and dignity that is lacking today. The year 66 had bound 
a particular set of Barbadians to a pride and feeling that is not 
shared by the generations after it most certainly not this one.

This comment correlates with his other view that today there is a sharp 
erosion of traditional values as Barbadians are quickly embracing other 
cultures:

I think it is a sharp erosion fuelled by external influences. Now 
everything is instant something that happens somewhere far away 
can be seen in two minutes, the television we act what we see.  We 
adopt other cultures right now we don’t seem to have anything 
to call ours everything that you are seeing in this country is 
seemingly a piece of someone else’s culture in the way we dress in 
our music etc.  We also have adopted other people’s values but we 
are taking the wrong things.

Responsibility

Interviewee Fifty further elaborated that he believed that there was a 
general loss of a sense of responsibility:

I would have to say I have seen a subtle but often gradual erosion 
of that sense of responsibility and doing what people need to do. 
At the professional level I have seen an increased need of having 
to remind people more of what they need to do. I can’t say its 
dramatic or a hundred per cent worse but I think there has been 
a decline in that sense of personal and social responsibility to do 
things that affects one’s job or their community. You see a national 
blight on the landscape old cars, bushy lots, derelict houses that 
nobody seems to mind. We as the public are accepting these 
inefficiencies and that is a lack of responsibility.
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What are those features of Barbadian life that we have not lost and 
need to retain?

Part 2 Q 23 was answered by 849 respondents. The responses were 
categorised broadly as before, and the top five categories identified: 

Although this question focused on what we have not lost in contrast 
with the previous question, which asked about what we have lost, three 
categories remained in the top five ranking: religion, community, and 
family. Friendliness was chosen as the top value that we have not lost and 
need to retain. Patriotism was also cited as a longstanding value to keep.

Community

The contradiction of community being a value both lost and not lost 
appears to be resolved by the question of degree, i.e. that Barbados had a 
far stronger community spirit in the past, but still shows some aspects of 
community in the present.

Although Interviewee Fifteen and Interviewee Fourteen had lamented the 
loss of community as a national value, they nevertheless highlighted it 
as one that needs to be retained since in their opinion, it is yet to be lost 
completely, particularly among older generations:

There is still a sense of community in some places. For a certain 
generation of us we have not lost our sense of self-respect and 
pride in what we do that is still true enough for Barbados to be 
characterised by that. They are still enough of us that care about 
how we present ourselves how we speak how we behave. We need 
to hold on to our faith because we are a small country with very 
little resources we have been through hard times but we have 
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decline in that sense of personal and social responsibility to do 
things that affects one’s job or their community. You see a 
national blight on the landscape old cars, bushy lots, derelict 
houses that nobody seems to mind. We as the public are accepting 
these inefficiencies and that is a lack of responsibility.

What are those features of Barbadian life that we have not lost and 
need to retain?

Part 2 Q 23 was answered by 849 respondents. The responses were 
categorised broadly as before, and the top five categories identified: 

Category Number of Respondents
Friendliness 89
Religion 69
Community, togetherness, knowing neighbours 51, 12, 1 (total 64)
Family, Extended family 49, 2 (total 51)
Patriotism 46

Although this question focused on what we have not lost in contrast with 
the previous question, which asked about what we have lost, three 
categories remained in the top five ranking: religion, community, and
family. Friendliness was chosen as the top value that we have not lost and 
need to retain. Patriotism was also cited as a longstanding value to keep.

Community

The contradiction of community being a value both lost and not lost 
appears to be resolved by the question of degree, i.e. that Barbados had a 
far stronger community spirit in the past, but still shows some aspects of 
community in the present.

Although Interviewee Fifteen and Interviewee Fourteen had lamented the 
loss of community as a national value, they nevertheless highlighted it as 
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always held firm to the belief in god and that things will be ok, 
that is still so to some degree still stability. (Interviewee Fifteen)

We still have a sense of community so it is not totally lost, but we 
need to keep it together and improve on it so that it does not die. 
(Interviewee Fourteen) 

Education and Religion

Respondents cited religion as a key influence on Barbadian values, 
however as with community there was an implication that this influence 
is now diminished.

In addition to a sense of community, Interviewee Forty identified education 
and religion, though he believed this was being challenged, as values that 
were still present in the society and needed to remain:

Free secondary education at least is what we need to hold on to. 
The religious aspect by way of believing and fearing god I don’t 
think it is lost but it is slipping and we need to hold on to it. The 
investment in our people generally needs to be retained because 
we are our own real resource and we have not lost that yet so we 
need to keep investing in our people.

Education, Religion and Law & Order

Likewise, Interviewee Five placed emphasis on the quality of education 
and influence of the church:

Still a robust educational system, still respect for the church, still 
respect for law and order albeit that we are losing some in this 
regard but we have not lost it. We know how to make ends meet 
in difficult times. We are a patient people we do not have social 
unrest we are very patient.

In fact, for Interviewee Five education was amongst one of the six sources 
of national pride within the society that he identified:
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The sense of orderliness although some has disappeared. Good 
transportation systems good electrical systems, pristine water 
supply. Proud of the general infrastructure and our educational 
institutions.

In support of Interviewee Five’s view, the desire for good national 
infrastructure was mentioned as a secondary point in some comments for 
Q 23, and came strongly to the fore as a key category for Q 24. Details on 
the results from Q 24 will follow in a later section.

Importantly, only one respondent, Interviewee Fifteen, spoke explicitly 
and extensively about the failures of and challenges within the existing 
educational system.

Governance and Order 

Besides Interviewee Five, Interviewee Fifty also spoke about issues 
relating to law and order, noting these as being among some of the pride 
of Barbados:

The fact that we have been recognised as a country with good 
governance and little bloodshed the harmonious life led in 
Barbados and the beauty of the country the food the buildings but 
at the same time all these things are being challenged in today’s 
society.

What are those features of Barbadian life that we have not lost but we 
need to try and discard as quickly as possible?

Part 3 of Q 23 was answered by 763 respondents. Replies began to shift 
from terms previously used in the survey, and new themes were identified 
and categorised. The top five categories were as follows:
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Category Number of Respondents
Violence, crime, domestic violence 55, 55, 4 (total 114)
Intolerance 41
Other cultures, American culture 25, 11 (total 36)
Gossip 35
Substance abuse 24

The combined categories of violence, crime and domesticviolence were 
the choice of most respondents. This category was usually mentioned by 
interviewees in the context of other values such as loss of community, 
lack of respect, or a breakdown in law and order.

Comments on intolerance included racism, classism, sexism, and 
discrimination against different religions, sexualities and abilities. In an 
interesting counterpoint, the influence of other cultures in general, and 
American culture in particular, was seen as undesirable for 
Barbadianvalues.Related issues may be seen in discussion by 
interviewees on the themes of national identity and colonial influence.

While the detrimental effects of alcohol abuse were mentioned by one 
interviewee, most discussion in interviews failed to mention substance 
abuse or gossip as longstanding issues in Barbadian society.  

Community

The lack of community featured within discussions on values that need to 
be discarded as well.  Interviewee Fifteen suggested that materialism and 
the sweeping obsessions with technology was contributing to a loss of 
community: 

The emphasis on materialism, the preoccupation with the new 
technology, lack of face to face conversation. There is nothing in 
place to counteract the technology we are losing the human 
element to interaction.

A few responses in Q 23 mentioned social media as a negative in terms of 
online bullying, exposure to negativity, media addiction and loss of non-
virtual social interactions.
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The combined categories of violence, crime and domestic violence were 
the choice of most respondents. This category was usually mentioned by 
interviewees in the context of other values such as loss of community, lack 
of respect, or a breakdown in law and order.

Comments on intolerance included racism, classism, sexism, and 
discrimination against different religions, sexualities and abilities. In an 
interesting counterpoint, the influence of other cultures in general, and 
American culture in particular, was seen as undesirable for Barbadian 
values. Related issues may be seen in discussion by interviewees on the 
themes of national identity and colonial influence.

While the detrimental effects of alcohol abuse were mentioned by one 
interviewee, most discussion in interviews failed to mention substance 
abuse or gossip as longstanding issues in Barbadian society.  

Community

The lack of community featured within discussions on values that need to 
be discarded as well. Interviewee Fifteen suggested that materialism and 
the sweeping obsessions with technology was contributing to a loss of 
community: 

The emphasis on materialism, the preoccupation with the new 
technology, lack of face to face conversation. There is nothing 
in place to counteract the technology we are losing the human 
element to interaction.

A few responses in Q 23 mentioned social media as a negative in terms of 
online bullying, exposure to negativity, media addiction and loss of non-
virtual social interactions.

However, it is worth recalling the quantitative results of section 5.5 which 
showed that the three areas showing greatest change in value in Barbadian 
society were Having Material Possessions, Owning a Vehicle, and 
Having Social Networks. The last item, which has a specific connotation 
when applied to Facebook, WhatsApp or Skype, suggests that it is likely 
that many respondents desire new technology as an aid to maintaining 
community, especially with family and friends abroad, much as they 
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would view a car as a means to increasing their local access to sports 
clubs, church and other social activities.

Identity and Culture

Interviewee Fourteen focused again on national identity, arguing that the 
Barbadian preoccupation with colonial culture and practices needs to be 
discarded: 

The over reliance and indulgence of British colonial practices we 
need to insert our identity and who we are for instance the Prime 
minister had a black tie affair why couldn’t it be a dashiki affair?

Interviewee Five explicitly spoke about a rejection of African identity and 
Africanness:

We do not like to identify ourselves as African we need to embrace 
our African past more i.e. who we are.

Whilst the above quotes spoke of issues related to ‘race’ and ethnicity, 
Interviewee Forty echoed another aspect of ongoing coloniality within the 
society, i.e. social stratification and its reinforcement:

There is still an element of stratification there is still a holdover 
of the colonial mentality. While I think some things can be held 
on to I think we overdo the purpose of the English way of being 
on our people. The common entrance exam is one way of making 
people feel stratified separating into this notion of what is the 
better school and what not. I think practices like that are subtle in 
Barbados and elements of it still exist.

Others ‘vices’

Interviewee Four in contrast, provided a range of values that he felt were 
operating to the detriment of the country, several of which were mentioned 
by respondents in their survey answers:

Disrespect for women, abusive behaviour, alcohol consumption, 
immoral behaviour such as outside women/men infidelity. These 
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types of behaviour that was always there but has become more 
increasing and acceptable back in the day it was frowned upon. 
We need to get rid of chronic complainers people will complain 
but will not action the solution there is a feeling of entitlement.

What are those features of life that are creeping into Barbadian society 
that need to be halted?

Respondents replying to Part 4 Q 23 totalled 994. The top five categories 
were as follows:

The overwhelming focus was on violence and the associated categories of 
crime, gangs, drugs and guns. The sole category unrelated to violence in 
the top five was American culture which was still occasionally mentioned 
as a bad influence that could lead to a violent, criminal lifestyle. Jamaican 
culture was also identified as a bad influence, but less frequently. Substance 
abuse refers to personal use and addiction rather than the culture and 
supply systems connected to the substance, whether legal (alcohol) or 
illegal (narcotics).

Several respondents saw American culture as a negative influence, but for 
different reasons. For some, American culture means violence (guns and 
gangs), materialism, celebrity culture and voyeurism. For others it means 
Halloween, fast food and unhealthy lifestyles. For other cultures, responses 
identified materialism, homosexuality, dependence on technology and 
social media, cuisine, health, immodesty, and immorality as areas of 
negative influence.

Interviewees associated violence with materialism, but did not specify 
whether the source of the materialism was foreign.
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Others ‘vices’

Interviewee Four in contrast, provided a range of values that he felt were 
operating to the detriment of the country, several of which were 
mentioned by respondents in their survey answers:

Disrespect for women, abusive behaviour, alcohol consumption, 
immoral behaviour such as outside women/men infidelity. These 
types of behaviour that was always there but has become more 
increasing and acceptable back in the day it was frowned upon. 
We need to get rid of chronic complainers people will complain 
but will not action the solution there is a feeling of entitlement.

What are those features of life that are creeping into Barbadian 
society that need to be halted?

Respondents replying to Part 4 Q 23 totalled 994. The top five categories 
were as follows:
Category Number of Respondents
Violence 113
Crime, Gangs 111, 17 (total 128)
Drugs, Substance abuse 101, 8 (total 109)
Guns 70
American culture, Other cultures (e.g. Jamaica) 74, 67

The overwhelming focus was on violence and the associated categories of 
crime, gangs, drugs and guns. The sole category unrelated to violence in 
the top five was American culture which was still occasionally mentioned 
as a bad influence that could lead to a violent, criminal lifestyle. Jamaican 
culture was also identified as a bad influence, but less 
frequently.Substance abuse refers to personal use and addiction rather 
than the culture and supply systems connected to the substance, whether 
legal (alcohol) or illegal (narcotics).

Several respondents saw American culture as a negative influence, but for 
different reasons. For some, American culture means violence (guns and 
gangs), materialism, celebrity culture and voyeurism. For others it means 
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Materialism

The materialism highlighted by Interviewee Fifteen as something that 
needs to be discarded was put forward by Interviewee Four as something 
that needs to be halted as quickly as possible. He felt that the reverence 
for God and religion was slowly being replaced by a singular focus on 
material gains: 

Materialism it’s strictly how do I profit how do I get material 
gains. I think there should be a balance and I think spirituality 
helps maintain that balance I think when you have moral values 
you may not be inclined to spend money on partying and feting 
and material things. 

Materialism greed get rich quickly classism from the point of view 
that people that get out do not look back at where they came from. 
Party and fete mentality not saving just spending on partying and 
feting.

Similarly, Interviewee Fourteen felt that greed and materialism were 
creeping into Barbadian society and had the added effect of increasing 
levels of violence. As previously identified, Interviewee Five also spoke 
of an increase in materialism and violence:

[…] The subculture of violence and materialism and has taken 
over which sees life as only a commodity that can be traded.

Rejection of Hard Work

There was also a perception of an increase need for things to happen 
quickly. Interviewee Forty highlighted that:

The fast food mentality young people do not want to work hard 
and want everything now and at their feet the feeling of instant 
gratification. Also the notion of having to look somewhere else for 
guidance and acceptance as if it cannot come from within…
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‘Laid Backness’ and Entitlement

Similarly, Interviewee Fifty pointed out that there were some positive 
changes including the previously mentioned rise in positive nationalism, 
and entrepreneurship; however, there was a sense of entitlement and “laid 
backness” as he puts it:

[…] We have seen some wonderful entrepreneurship initiatives 
but just not enough. The manifestations of these two aspects of our 
nation however are not sufficiently widespread. There’s too much 
sense of entitlement and laid backness that affects the majority of 
Barbadians.

Other

Additionally, Interviewee Fifty spoke of an array of other issues that 
were now present within the society. These included concerns around the 
changing attitudes by governments:

We live in a situation where governments do not accept criticism 
of any kind however constructive. I will illustrate it if there were 
four points to a bill and you say a, b, c are good and d needs 
revisiting that criticism is not accepted it is totally rejected. We 
operate now in a political sphere too close to Jamaica in terms of 
you are either with us or against us we have seen to lost objectivity 
and the ability to see things on their merit. I have learnt to be more 
cautious in what I say.

Also, more general opinions about human ethics, Christian values, 
responsibilities and racial prejudices:

Loss of human ethical values courtesy manners, etc. with 
Christian values being a foundation, loss of responsibility and 
the commitment to our responsibilities, loss of social capital a 
persistent and increasing sense of racial resentment distress and 
tension. We are not working hard enough to fix this. There is a 
reluctance of people of darker skin to engage with people who 
are lighter skinned almost like an inverted prejudice. Let’s call it 
racially based prejudices.
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Interestingly, this respondent was the only one to speak of issues of 
‘inverted racial prejudices’; as seen above, other respondents (Interviewee 
Five, Interviewee Fourteen, Interviewee Forty) voiced concerns about 
ongoing aspects of coloniality within the society.

However, similar to Interviewee Fifty, Interviewee Five also spoke of 
issues of ethics and morality, he stated that there was:

A lapse in morality via the music and our culture in terms of how 
we celebrate crop over with the nudity and crassness.

What is the single value you admire most about Barbadian people 
today?

A total of 939 replies were collected from respondents for Part 5 Q 23.  
The top five categories were as follows:

Friendliness was the clear choice for most admirable Barbadian value, 
with some overlap into helpfulness and the lower ranked areas of courtesy 
and hospitality.

Arguably, both pride and industry were represented in the popular 
categories of patriotism and resilience with its related categories of hard 
work, ambition and determination. 

Positive attitude was a broad category that included charm, charisma, 
cheerfulness, humour, smiles, warmth and wit as well as optimism or the 
ability to be cheerful despite hard times. Self-confidence might overlap 
with this category, and possibly some aspects of resilience.

Other themes and groups of themes appeared that could challenge the top 
five rankings, however the breadth and imprecision of their definitions 
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persistent and increasing sense of racial resentment distress and 
tension. We are not working hard enough to fix this. There is a 
reluctance of people of darker skin to engage with people who 
are lighter skinned almost like an inverted prejudice. Let’s call it 
racially based prejudices.

Interestingly, this respondent was the only one to speak of issues of 
‘inverted racial prejudices’; as seen above, other respondents (Interviewee 
Five, Interviewee Fourteen, Interviewee Forty) voiced concerns about 
ongoing aspects of coloniality within the society.

However, similar to Interviewee Fifty, Interviewee Five also spoke of 
issues of ethics and morality, he stated that there was:

A lapse in morality via the music and our culture in terms of how 
we celebrate crop over with the nudity and crassness.

What is the single value you admire most about Barbadian people 
today?

A total of 939 replies were collected from respondents for Part 5 Q 23.  
The top five categories were as follows:

Category Number of Respondents
Friendliness 249
Resilience, Hard work, Ambition, Determination 50, 27, 16, 5 (total 98)
Patriotism 47
Helpfulness 33
Positive attitude 33

 

Friendliness was the clear choice for most admirable Barbadian value, 
with some overlap into helpfulness and the lower ranked areas of courtesy
and hospitality.

Arguably, both pride and industry were represented in the popular 
categories of patriotism and resilience with its related categories of hard 
work, ambition and determination.
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made them a challenge to categorise accurately. For example, togetherness 
could be ‘solidarity in times of adversity’ or ‘coming together to support 
one of our own’ (e.g. in music and sports globally) or ‘social cohesion’. 
Each of these areas overlaps with other themes such as helpfulness, 
patriotism and identity, and community.

Other collective groupings came close in numbers to the top five, such as 
passivity (cited as a positive rather than a negative), peace and patience 
under the theme of non-aggression. Love and kindness combined also 
created a group with significant numbers, although this would again 
overlap with both friendliness and helpfulness.

Decency

For survey respondents, decency was not specified as a separate value, 
but it could include courtesy, treating others with respect, and deportment 
(loosely defined as the calibre of one’s behaviour and presentation).

Interview participants felt that Barbadians were generally decent people, 
and that treating people with respect was a value people still hold dear. 
Interviewee Fifteen for example said:

Most Barbadian people are still tied to the idea of decency i.e. 
how you behave how you relate to people and situations even 
though you may see the opposite somebody will still say but wait 
you don’t know how to behave?

Tolerance

Interviewee Four expressed similar sentiments:

Barbadians are very tolerant across the board I like that the most.

Tolerance could also be included under respect and courtesy.
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Community

Friendliness, helpfulness, love and kindness were linked to the value of 
community, whether that community was in a single small location or 
more widely distributed.

Interviewee Forty noted that a sense of community was a single value 
he admired most about Barbadian people today, and that though this was 
being challenged it still existed within the society:

I think overall the helpfulness and kindness we exhibit to each 
other for the most part it is still prevalent. We are still on scale a 
relatively kinder society than our neighbours and the wider world; 
we still have some sense of community, which cannot be said for a 
lot of places around the world.

Pride

Patriotism or national pride ranked high among survey respondents as 
an admirable Barbadian value. Interviewees also felt that the pride of 
Barbadian people was their best quality. Rev Welch opined:

Pride of country and heritage to a large extent we see it in Crop 
Over and at Independence especially we have not lost all the pride.

Similarly, Interviewee Five identified a pride in self and being Bajan:

Their sense of self, being Bajan. We are Bajans and we share 
something special we are unique man and we recognise that.

This comment by Interviewee Five bears some similarities with 
Interviewee Fifty’s observation about seeing a positive sense of 
nationalism and national pride:

We have gained a positive sense of nationalism, which was not 
around when I was born. A large sense of national pride.
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He nonetheless voiced a broader critique about the undervaluing of 
heritage or rather a rejection of this, with impact on national values and 
correspondingly a sense of collective or national identity:

[…] By the same token they’re a lot of prejudices and attitudes 
which means there is no responsibility not just about personal 
bodies but national responsibilities about heritage because people 
– and this is an interesting phytosociological debate – people don’t 
respect our heritage for the wrong reasons. As an artist I know 
the skill, craft and hard work that went into building a piece of 
mahogany furniture or a building and I see this as something you 
should respect. I also see the economic value, I also see the tourist 
value but overwhelming that is the perspective that anything 
before independence is colonial and anything in the 19th century 
is slavery. So these attitudes affect our sense of values so that we 
don’t value our heritage because we don’t understand it and we 
don’t respect history as having happened. Do you remember when 
Sir Lloyd went to the 1993 eco conference in Brazil the poem 
heread “owe to the environment” two lines in there said in order 
to build you must first destroy. I didn’t know quite how to take it. 
The Egyptians have not destroyed the pyramids whether it was 
slavery or forced labour. They did not destroy them because of 
the fact of the wondrous ability of humans to do things. We have 
this thing called universal value by UNESCO. We have things of 
universal value but we don’t respect or feel we have responsibility 
to it. Responsibility is partly prejudicial because of our anxiety 
about the past […].

What is the single value you admire least?

A total of 931 respondents replied to Part 6 of Q23. Themes continued to 
overlap and defy clear categorisation. The top categories were as follows:
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We have gained a positive sense of nationalism, which was not 
around when I was born. A large sense of national pride.

He nonetheless voiced a broader critique about the undervaluing of 
heritage or rather a rejection of this, with impact on national values and 
correspondingly a sense of collective or national identity:

[…] By the same token they’re a lot of prejudices and attitudes 
which means there is no responsibility not just about personal 
bodies but national responsibilities about heritage because 
people – and this is an interesting phytosociological debate –
people don’t respect our heritage for the wrong reasons. As an 
artist I know the skill, craft and hard work that went into building 
a piece of mahogany furniture or a building and I see this as 
something you should respect. I also see the economic value, I 
also see the tourist value but overwhelming that is the perspective 
that anything before independence is colonial and anything in the 
19th century is slavery. So these attitudes affect our sense of 
values so that we don’t value our heritage because we don’t 
understand it and we don’t respect history as having happened. 
Do you remember when Sir Lloyd went to the 1993 eco 
conference in Brazil the poem heread “owe to the environment” 
two lines in there said in order to build you must first destroy. I 
didn’t know quite how to take it. The Egyptians have not 
destroyed the pyramids whether it was slavery or forced labour. 
They did not destroy them because of the fact of the wondrous 
ability of humans to do things. We have this thing called universal 
value by UNESCO. We have things of universal value but we 
don’t respect or feel we have responsibility to it. Responsibility is 
partly prejudicial because of our anxiety about the past […].

What is the single value you admire least?

A total of 931 respondents replied to Part 6 of Q23. Themes continued to 
overlap and defy clear categorisation. The top categories were as follows:

Category Number of Respondents
Selfishness 74
Gossip, Privacy 54, 8 (total 62)
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Dishonesty 52
Passivity 46
Laziness, Poor work ethic 30, 15 (total 45)

Selfishness was selected at the least admirable Barbadian value in direct 
counter to the values of community and friendliness.

Privacy (short for 'lack of respect for privacy') and gossip were combined 
as different aspects of the same issue, with privacy referring to acts (i.e. 
'getting involved in other people's business') and gossip referring to talk.

Laziness usually referred to work, but also included aspects like 
complacency and lack of ambition. Poor work ethic included issues with 
quality and efficiency. This value grouping contrasted with hard work or 
industry.

Other themes and groupings of themes were mentioned frequently enough 
to come close to top five ranking.

Crime, drugs and violence ranked just below the top five along with 
influences (easily influenced referred to general or unspecified influence;
Americanculture and othercultures were recorded when the influence was 
specified).  

Another grouping of themes had the potential to replace laziness and work 
ethic in the top five. Disrespect, intolerance, arrogance, discourtesy and 
unfriendliness (34, 31, 22, 22, 7 total 116) certainly all qualify as 
unfriendly behaviour, and a direct counter to the value of friendliness
which was chosen earlier as the most admired value.

Crime and Alienation

Interviewees noticed crime and violence more for this section than 
previous sections, but again did not ascribe any foreign origins to the 
phenomenon.

The increase in crime was linked by Interviewee Fifteen to a loss of 
concern for those that are disadvantaged.  She highlighted this as the 
value she admired least about Barbados: 
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Selfishness was selected at the least admirable Barbadian value in direct 
counter to the values of community and friendliness.

Privacy (short for ‘lack of respect for privacy’) and gossip were combined 
as different aspects of the same issue, with privacy referring to acts (i.e. 
‘getting involved in other people’s business’) and gossip referring to talk.

Laziness usually referred to work, but also included aspects like 
complacency and lack of ambition. Poor work ethic included issues with 
quality and efficiency. This value grouping contrasted with hard work or 
industry.

Other themes and groupings of themes were mentioned frequently enough 
to come close to top five ranking.

Crime, drugs and violence ranked just below the top five along with 
influences (easily influenced referred to general or unspecified influence; 
American culture and other cultures were recorded when the influence 
was specified).  

Another grouping of themes had the potential to replace laziness and 
work ethic in the top five. Disrespect, intolerance, arrogance, discourtesy 
and unfriendliness (34, 31, 22, 22, 7 total 116) certainly all qualify as 
unfriendly behaviour, and a direct counter to the value of friendliness 
which was chosen earlier as the most admired value.

Crime and Alienation

Interviewees noticed crime and violence more for this section than previous 
sections, but again did not ascribe any foreign origins to the phenomenon.

The increase in crime was linked by Interviewee Fifteen to a loss of 
concern for those that are disadvantaged.  She highlighted this as the value 
she admired least about Barbados: 

I believe a lot of young men who turn to crime feel alienated I 
think what I don’t like most about Barbadian society presently 
is the failure to care about the people who are really feeling 
disadvantaged and alienated. How much longer are we prepared 



62 Journal of Eastern Caribbean Studies

to look the other way not realising the consequences of those who 
are trailing behind because if people are angry and hungry you 
better believe they are going to come after you so if you ask me 
what I like least it is the indifference that Barbadians are now 
revealing towards the people who are disadvantaged almost as 
if you don’t want to know because you are busy acquiring and 
turning a blind eye.

Similar views were echoed above by Interviewee Fourteen in her 
discussion on the connection between the loss of a sense of community 
and the erosion of the family with negative social consequences such as 
feelings of social exclusion and alienation.

Lack of Friendliness and Embracing Local Culture

Other negative values included a lack of friendliness (Interviewee Four) 
and a failure to embrace local culture as explained by Interviewee Fourteen:

The fact that we seem to be band wagonists of other cultures at 
times and to an extent water down our own product for example in 
the music industry our way of doing soca is filled with Trinidadian 
phraseology from some of our more recognised artists. 

Lack of Responsibility

Aspects of poor work ethic (e.g. quality and efficiency) and passivity may 
overlap with lack of responsibility.

Interviewee Fifty identified a lack of responsibility as a present feature he 
least admired:

Lack of responsibility. That is the overriding national community 
and personal problem. It goes right across the board.

Self-centeredness

A sole interviewee mentioned self-centeredness, which equates to 
selfishness, the top value chosen by respondents in the survey for this 
question.
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Interviewee Five pointed out that:

Self-centered importance that is not necessary I believe we should 
still be Caribbean people.

General comments

229 respondents submitted comments for Q 24. Unlike the responses of 
Q 23, which were simplified by taking the first-mentioned value as the 
primary response, the comments for Q 24 were analysed in their full 
context with multiple values and themes recorded. These were roughly 
grouped into similar areas that largely referenced the values introduced in 
the quantitative section of the survey and expanded on in Q 23.

The top five categories appearing were as follows:

Community, Cooperation, Respect, Responsibility, Sacrifice

The most popular values referenced were grouped around the idea 
of community, which supported the results of the previous section. 
The category elders and youth was also popular and overlapped with 
community in such areas as caring for the elderly, guiding the youth, and 
intergenerational transfer of values and traditions.

Representative quotes follow below:

I wish we could get back to a more simple lifestyle that would take 
cognisance of the burning needs of the underprivileged and others 
in need and especially those in our neighbourhoods as we did in 
days of old.
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Lack of responsibility. That is the overriding national community 
and personal problem. It goes right across the board.

Self-centeredness

A sole interviewee mentioned self-centeredness, which equates to 
selfishness, the top value chosen by respondents in the survey for this 
question.

Interviewee Five pointed out that:

Self-centered importance that is not necessary I believe we should 
still be Caribbean people.

General comments

229 respondents submitted comments for Q 24. Unlike the responses of Q 
23, which were simplified by taking the first-mentioned value as the
primary response, the comments for Q 24 were analysed in their full 
context with multiple values and themes recorded. These were roughly 
grouped into similar areas that largely referenced the values introduced in 
the quantitative section of the survey and expanded on in Q 23.

The top five categories appearing were as follows:

Category Number of 
Respondents

Community, cooperation, respect, responsibility, sacrifice 38
Infrastructure, Government policy 33
Elders and youth 28
Independence, independent thought, initiative, question 
authority, sovereignty, self-esteem

24

Corruption, fidelity, morality, religion 23

Community, Cooperation, Respect, Responsibility, Sacrifice

The most popular values referenced were grouped around the idea of 
community, which supported the results of the previous section. The 
category elders and youth was also popular and overlapped with 
community in such areas as caring for the elderly, guiding the youth, and 
intergenerational transfer of values and traditions.
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We need to go back to loving and respecting our neighbour. Reduce 
the love for material things we cannot afford.

Some respondents recognised the compromises and contradictions inherent 
within the concept of community. In a comment that supported responses 
to the question of least admired Barbadian value, one respondent raised 
issues of privacy and gossip in a small community:

Barbados is a beautiful place to live if you are a child or elderly 
person, but it is quite challenging for working adults. A small 
society like Barbados lends to too much familiarity and knowledge 
of others. 

Another respondent noted that a too-restrictive application of loyalty and 
community – for example, to family only – does not go far enough:

Loyalty to family should be further extended to some other persons.

Infrastructure and Government Policy

A new theme strongly emerged in which respondents discussed the duty of 
the government to contribute to national values. While this category was 
partially composed of comments expressing dissatisfaction with politics, 
policies and politicians, there was also a repetition of themes from some 
extended comments in Q 23, indicating a previously unidentified value 
that could be described as stewardship. In other words, the duty to build 
leads to the duty to maintain. 

Roads, the Queen Elizabeth Hospital and the National Stadium were 
directly named as examples of national infrastructure that required 
attention:

I would like Barbadians to be less judgemental towards people, 
their races and beliefs, I would also like there to be a better 
government and roads. For example, fix the hospital.

Fix the infrastructure.



65Barbados at 50: National Values Assessment Survey

Fix the roads please.

Please tell your government to fix these damn potholes!

Pot holes, fix them! God bless Barbados!

The Gov’t need to resurface the roads and proper bus service.

Things that Gov’t say they would do I would like to see done e.g. 
fixing stadium.

Independent Thought, Morality and Foreign Influences

In both Q 23 and Q 24, foreign values and influences were noted as a 
problem for Barbadian society, but there was variation on which influences 
were considered negative and which positive. One interesting perspective 
linked the Barbadian reputation for friendliness with a tendency to follow 
rather than lead or stand alone:

Culture is being influenced by too many negatives, we like to 
follow too many friends internationally/externally that are not 
beneficial to our society.

Another respondent focused on the positive, and also mentioned how 
insularity and conservatism can stifle new values and approaches.

In general, some of the new values ‘infiltrating’ society are to be 
embraced. The younger generation are more outward looking, 
taking their place not only in Barbadian society but in the world. 
They are more accepting of diversity and difference and full of 
wonderful ideas and solutions to this country’s problems, but due 
to the constricting nature of Barbadian society, such ideas fail to 
get established.

Concluding Comments

One comment encapsulated in a single paragraph the values most 
respondents wished to see continue in Barbados – good infrastructure, 
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care of elders and youth, access to education, opportunities for gainful 
employment, good health, religion, and equality:

I wish the bus fare should remain the same - free for children and 
older people.  I love the Barbadian culture; was able to attend 
college and UWI Cave Hill to expand my education, worked in 
respectable organisations and I am enjoying health, in the name 
of Jesus.  Cave Hill, you are doing a wonderful job, keep up the 
non-gender biasness [sic].  Blessings to all tutors and workers at 
large.  Thanks for the opportunity in making me who I am today.  
A well rounded Barbadian citizen.  Thank you!

For the pessimists, or realists, there was a comment that challenged 
nostalgia:

Nothing ain’t change, people were worthless back then and they 
still worthless now.

And for the optimists, a final word encouraging us to have faith in our 
ability to manage change:

We are a society in transition, we must not lose hope.
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Annex 1: Request Letter from 50th Anniversary of Independence 
Celebrations	 Secretariat,	 Prime	 Minister’s	 Office,	 Government	 of		
Barbados

      Date:  May 10, 2016

Director
Sir Arthur Lewis Institute of Social and Economic Studies
University of the West Indies
Cave Hill
St Michael

Dear Sir, 

The 50th Anniversary of Independence Celebrations Secretariat was 
established by the Government of Barbados under the Office of the Prime 
Minister. The theme of the year’s celebration is “Pride and Industry: 
Celebrating 50”.  

The objectives and mandate of the Secretariat are 

• To showcase the pride and strength of Barbados and its citizens 
through the delivery of world class high quality events, 
programmes and projects.

• To include a wide cross section of Barbadians from home and 
abroad in all aspects of the celebrations.

• To create the catalyst for the reconnection of families, communities 
and groups within Barbados and overseas.

• To provide an opportunity for Barbadians to reflect on the island’s 
achievements over the last 50 years.

• To encourage Barbadians to recommit to the island’s development 
in the ensuing 50 years and beyond.
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It is within this frame work that the 50th Anniversary of Independence 
Celebrations Secretariat is exploring the possibility of a partnership with 
The Sir Arthur Lewis Institute of Social and Economic Studies.  Under 
the theme “Barbados At 50”, the 50th Anniversary of Independence 
Secretariat seeks to provide answers to the three questions that the Prime 
Minister, The Rt Hon Fruendel Stuart posed to the nation. In his remarks at 
the launch of the 50th Anniversary of Independence celebrations, the Prime 
Minister asked:

• What are those features of Barbadian life that we have lost and 
that we need to reclaim?

• What are those features of Barbadian life that we have not lost and 
need to retain?

• What are those features of Barbadian life we have not lost but we 
have to try and discard as quickly as possible?

The Secretariat wishes to answer these three questions through a process 
of empirical inquiry and hence wishes that they become the platform for 
a national survey. The Secretariat believes that your organisation is best 
placed to conduct this survey and seeks to solicit its services to conduct 
the research.

Yours faithfully

GABRIELLE A SPRINGER (Ms)
Permanent Secretary



69Barbados at 50: National Values Assessment Survey

Annex 2: Barbados National Values Interview Protocol 
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Yours faithfully

GABRIELLE A SPRINGER (Ms)
Permanent Secretary

Annex 2: Barbados National Values Interview Protocol 

Module 1: Value formulation
1.01 What is it that you understand by the term ‘national values’?
Probe: Meaning; is this something you have thought about before? (why, why not)

1.02 Where do you think that your own values came from?/ Who were 
your main influences?

Probe: Family; school/teachers; peers; church; media; etc.
1.03 Describe how these different individuals/groups/institutions 

influenced your value formulation. 
Probe: Consciously through verbal communication; unconsciously through action -
roles played by parents, chores given, punishments given (were these along gender 
lines for example); general treatment of male and female students (how were you
taught to treat each sex?; how did teachers and students treat weaker students etc); 
church activities etc. 
1.04 Reflect a bit again on what all of these experiences and influences 

taught you. 
Module 2: Contemporary national values
2.01 Let’s discuss national values as you see them today

a) Your personal values
b) Those of your community of influence (assumed values)
c) Those of Barbados as a whole (assume values)

 

 

 

 

72                                       Journal of Eastern Caribbean Studies

Probe: Similarities; differences/disconnect among the three groups
2.02 How have these changed over the past 10-20 years? (if applicable to 

participant)
Probe: What has been lost or gained (individual, community and national)
2.03 What do you think are the main reasons for these changes?
Probe: Economy; family values; loss of church influence; media; immigration; 
globalisation; etc.
Module 3: Nationalism 
3.01 What does being a Barbadian mean to you?
Probe: has this changed over the years?; explore notion of ‘Bajan’ vs. ‘Barbadian’ 
; explore notion of Barbados as ‘little England’ 
3.02 Do you think that this meaning you attach to being Barbadian is a 

general feeling among Barbadians?
Probe: similarities, differences in views (why does participant think this is)
3.03 How do you think that non-nationals view Barbadians? 
Probe: why do you think they have these views; what are the differences between 
these views and the reality in your mind?; what are the similarities?
3.04 What do you see as the sources of pride in Barbados? 

a) For you personally
b) For your community of influence
c) Generally among Barbadians  

Probe: How do you think these have and do, influence value formulation? 

Endnote

Barbados Statistical Service. 2013. 2010 Population and Housing Census: 
Volume 1. Bridgetown, Barbados: Barbados Statistical Service.
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Endnote

Barbados Statistical Service. 2013. 2010 Population and Housing Census: 
Volume 1. Bridgetown, Barbados: Barbados Statistical Service.
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Journal of Eastern Caribbean Studies (JECS) Call for Papers:

Introducing ‘Journal of Eastern Caribbean Studies (JECS)’

The Journal of Eastern Caribbean Studies publishes high-quality articles 
from a range of disciplines and from trans-disciplinary perspectives, which 
seek to answer questions relevant to the experience of small states and 
Eastern Caribbean Countries.  Particular attention will be given to papers 
that seek to compare experiences, within and across regions.

All articles published in JECS will be peer-reviewed. The following types 
of papers are considered for publication:

• Original articles in basic and applied research.
• Critical reviews, surveys, opinions, commentaries and essays.

Our objective is to inform authors of the decision on their manuscript(s) 
within six (6) weeks of submission.  Following acceptance, a paper will 
normally be published in the next issue.

Please follow guidelines as set out under “Information for Contributors”

Samples of Past Essays Published in JECS:

Vol. 33 No. 1 March 2008
Love for Mas: State Authority and Carnival Development in San Fernando, 
Trinidad
By Gabrielle Jamela Hosien

Vol. 34 No. 1 March 2009
Socio-economic Determinants of Infant and Child Mortality in Haiti
By Ronald M. Gordon

Media Accounts of the Integrations and Settlement of ‘Island’ Immigrants 
in Anglophone Caribbean
By Carl E. James
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Vol. 35 No. 2 June 2010 
Gender Dynamics and Approaches to Sexuality as a Key to Well-Being
By Annecka Marshall, Sajoya Alcott and Lorna Eaton

Vol. 36 No. 1, March 2011 – Reflecting on Development Outcomes: A 
Comparative Analysis of Barbados and Guyana
By Kari Grenade and Denny Lewis-Bynoe

Vol. 37, No. 3 & 4 September/ December 2012 – Assessing the Potential 
of Diaspora Tourism
By Sherma Roberts

Vol. 38, No. 3, September 2013 – ‘Saving for a Rainy Day’: Coping with 
Extreme Weather Events in Small Island Developing States
By Jonathan Lashley

Samples of Past Special Issues published in JECS:

Vol. 34 No. 4 December 2009 – Commemorating the Anniversary of the 
Conferment of the Noble Prize in Economics to Sir Arthur Lewis

Vol. 35 Nos. 3 & 4 September/December 2011 – Grenada Revolution: 
(30) Years After

Vol. 37 Nos. 3 & 4 September/December 2012 – Tourism, Culture and 
the Creative Industries: Exploring the Linkages

Vol. 38, No. 4 December 2013 – Ratification versus Adherence:
The Plight of Caribbean Children
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Information for Contributors

Presentation

Most articles submitted for publication should be less than 9000 words, with an abstract of no more than 100 
words, setting out the main concerns and findings along with key words of the article. Authors should submit:

a.        Two copies of manuscripts including references, with double-spaced typing on one side of each page only;
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b.        Brief biographical notes with full name and associated organisation, on a separate page
c.        A copy of the article electronically in Microsoft Word. 
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Copyright
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